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Paid  Advertisement 


Letter  from  the  President 

We  had  a  good  Spring  Show  at  Beckley  and  expect  to  have  a  good  one  at  Pikeville  on  October  3  &  4, 
2009.  The  show  will  be  held  at  the  Landmark  Inn.  Make  your  reservations  early  in  order  to  be  sure  of  a 
room.  (606-  432-2545) 

I  added  a  few  pieces  to  my  collection  at  Beckley,  mainly  because  Charles  Miller  traded  me  some 
pieces  from  his  collection.  He  collects  everything,  so  he  got  scrip  to  replace  his  and  I  got  Mingo  scrip. 

I  have  asked  Don  Clifford  to  be  the  chairman  of  the  W.V.  book  committee  and  Billy  Campbell  w  ill 
also  serve.  Garrett  Salyers  will  chair  the  committee  for  the  other  book  (Ky  and  all  other  states).  Bill 
Fugera  will  serve  on  both  committees.  I  would  like  for  some  other  people  to  step  up  and  volunteer.  This  is  a 
huge  undertaking  and  these  four  people  cannot  and  will  not  do  this  alone. 

Please  start  making  foils  and  get  any  information  you  have  to  someone  on  the  committee  (that  in¬ 
cludes  the  president). 

If  you  missed  the  Fall  2008  Show  at  Cumberland  Gap  and/or  the  Spring  Show  at  Beckley  and  would 
like  a  show  token,  just  send  me  a  SASE  and  I  will  send  you  one.  I  also  have  a  few  tokens  of  some  recent 
shows.  I  will  share  them  as  long  as  they  last. 

Happy  Collecting, 

Jim 


Scenes  from  the  Spring  Show 


Photos  by  Dottie  Ogdft 


The  Appalachian  Scrip  Collectors  welcomes  everyone  to  another  Buy,  Sell,  and  Trade 
Show  at  Perry  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shady  Spring,  \YY\  on  June  IS 
from  9  am  to  2  pm.  Please  come  and  bring  a  friend. 


TWO  EARLY  COAL  TOKENS  RE- ATTRIBUTED 
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Collectors  of  coal  mine  tokens  (scrip)  owe  a  huge  debt  of  gratitude  to  Gordon  Dodrill.  |jj 
Long  before  the  computer  era,  he  toiled  with  pencil  and  index  cards  for  literally  thousands  ofj: 
hours,  compiling  data  from  the  annual  Keystone  Coal  Field  Directory  publications  He  poured  s 
through  every  issue  from  1903  to  1958,  extracting  the  name  of  each  mine  and/or  company  §j 
store,  the  years  it  was  in  operation,  the  number  of  employees,  and  its  location. 

In  1971  Dodrill  completed  his  research  and  published  the  results  in  a  book  titled,  ap-|5 
propriately  enough,  20,000  Coal  Company  Stores.  It  is  just  that;  the  287  page  tome  is  an  al-Bj 

H  ■ 

phabetical  listing  of  about  twenty  thousand  coal  mines  and  company  stores,  giving  the  infor-  jjj 
mation  mentioned  above  for  each  company.  It  is  an  invaluable  reference  for  anyone  with  an  jjj 
interest  in  mining  tokens  or,  for  that  matter,  trade  tokens  in  general. 

Due  to  Dodrill’s  efforts,  collectors  can  easily  attribute  most  twentieth  century  coal  to¬ 
kens.  Unfortunately,  many  earlier  pieces  remain  a  mystery  as  to  their  place  of  issue.  There  is 
very  little  reference  material  from  the  pre-1903  era,  although  a  good  number  of  coal  tokens 
were  issued  during  the  last  thirty  years  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

One  such  “mystery”  token  which  has  intrigued  me  for  many  years  is  the  1871 -dated 
Pine  Hill  Coal  piece.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  this  is  the  earliest  dated  coal  mine  token. 

It  has,  on  the  obverse,  the  mine’s  name  and  “C.  Crooke  &  Co.”  The  denomination,  25,  is  in 
the  center  (other  denominations  also  exist,  but  they  do  not  have  the  1871  date).  The  reverse 
has  a  Liberty  head  facing  left,  with  the  date  below.  Struck  by  the  well-known  Baltimore  die 
sinker,  J.  F.  W.  Dorman,  the  token  is  brass  and  24mm  in  diameter. 
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In  Edkins  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coal  Company  Store  Scrip,  Third  Edition,  Vol¬ 
ume  /,  the  token  is  attributed  to  Minersville,  Pennsylvania  (Edkins  lists  the  name  as  “C. 
Crooke  &  Son,”  in  error).  However,  nobody  associated  with  the  production  of  the  catalog 
seems  to  know  anything  about  the  basis  for  the  attribution.  I’ve  searched  through  numerous 
nineteenth  century  Pennsylvania  directories,  but  have  never  been  able  to  find  a  listing  for  C. 
Crooke  &  Co.  or  a  Pine  Hill  Coal  Company  in  Minersville  or  the  surrounding  area. 

Quite  by  accident  I  found  information  which  should  establish  the  location  of  the  Pine  Hill 
Coal  Company  as  Pine  Hill,  Kentucky.  Coal  was  first  mined  in  this  small  Rockcastle  County 
town  in  1867  when  the  L  and  N  Railroad  reached  there.  By  the  1870s  there  were  about  700 
residents  in  the  town,  and  that  number  grew  to  900  by  1890.  Mining  slowed  down  after  that, 
and  by  1905  the  mines  were  closed. 

The  Pine  Hill  Coal  Company,  one  of  the  earliest  mines  in  the  area,  was  owned  by  Col. 
Cassius  Crooke.  Information  concerning  his  life  is  scant,  but  I  learned  that  he  was  born  24 
November  1 833  and  died  8  July  1 896.  He  was  buried  in  the  Mt.  Vernon  Cemetery.  Crooke  is 
credited  with  founding  the  town  of  Altamont,  in  nearby  Laurel  County,  circa  1875.  A  brother, 
W  P  (  rooke,  was  associated  with  him  for  many  years  “in  the  coal  mining  business  at  Pine 
Hill  and  later  at  Altamont.” 


My  research  yielded  an  unexpected  bonus.  Another  nineteenth  century  issue  I’ve  al¬ 
ways  wondered  about  is  listed  in  the  Edkins  catalog  under  Mt.  Vernon,  Illinois.  The  obverse 
inscription  of  the  brass,  20mm  token  reads  MT  VERNON  COAL  /  MDSE  /  10  /  CHECK  / 
MILLER  &  DENNY.  The  reverse  has  a  Liberty  head  with  the  date  1875  beneath  it.  Like  the 
Pine  Hill  tokens,  this  was  also  struck  by  Dorman,  utilizing  one  of  his  many  “stock”  reverse 
dies. 

One  thing  I  found  interesting  about  these  two  tokens  is  that  neither  one  has  the  word 
“Company”  in  its  inscription;  just  “Pine  Hill  Coal”  or  “Mt  Vernon  Coal.”  And,  of  course, 
both  were  struck  in  the  same  time  period  by  the  same  die  sinker.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  ten 
cent  denomination  of  the  Pine  Hill  Coal  piece  exists,  and  it  has  the  same  1875-dated  reverse 
design  as  does  the  Mt  Vernon  token. 

Could  this  be  merely  coincidence?  That’s  hardly  likely,  in  view  of  two  other  factors 
involved.  First,  the  towns  of  Pine  Hill  and  Mt.  Vernon  are  only  a  few  miles  apart.  More  sig¬ 
nificantly,  in  an  article  titled  “Some  Rockcastle  History  of  First  Things  and  Occurrences” 
written  by  James  Maret  and  published  in  the  4  January  1907  issue  of  the  Mount  Vernon  Sig¬ 
nal,  Miller  and  Denny  are  mentioned  as  “coal  shippers.”  Cashe  (sic)  Crooke’s  Pine  Hill  Coal 
Company  is  mentioned  as  “coal  shippers”  in  the  same  paragraph. 

In  view  of  the  above,  I  feel  it  safe  to  relist  the  Pine  Hill  Coal  and  the  Mt.  Vernon  Coal 
tokens,  from  Pennsylvania  and  Illinois  respectively,  to  Kentucky. 


(Reprinted  courtesy  of  THE  NUMISMATIST,  official  publication  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  www.money.org.) 


Edkins  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coal  Company  Scrip 

Volume  1,  Third  Edition 

This  380  page  hardcover  book  lists  almost  9000  pieces  of  scrip.  Information  includes  the  company  that  issued 
the  piece,  denominations  issued  in  the  series,  material  the  piece  is  composed  of,  diameter,  shape,  visual  representa¬ 
tion  of  any  cut-out  in  the  piece,  and  a  rarity  rating  that  gives  a  suggested  value. 

Issued  by  the  NSC  A,  this  is  the  recognized  guide  for  collecting  and  valuing  scrip.  Volume  1  lists  scrip  from  36 
states,  not  including  West  Virginia  which  is  the  subject  of  Volume  2.  This  is  the  latest  edition  and  also  includes  a 
wealth  of  information  about  the  history  of  scrip.  Sections  include:  Early  Coal  History;  Scrip  Heritage;  How  Scrip 
was  Used;  Fakes;  and  a  look  at  the  makers  of  scrip.  MEMBER  COST:  $35  +  $4  shipping 


Edkins  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coal  Company  Scrip 

Volume  2,  Third  Edition 

This  370  page  hardcover  book  lists  over  7,400  pieces  of  West  Virginia  coal  mine  scrip.  Information  includes  the 
company  that  issued  the  piece,  denominations  issued  in  the  series,  material  the  piece  is  composed  of,  diameter, 
shape,  visual  representation  of  any  cut-out  in  the  piece,  and  a  rarity  rating  that  gives  a  suggested  value.  The  defini¬ 
tive  guide  to  West  Virginia  scrip. 

Issued  by  the  NSCA,  this  is  the  latest  edition.  Volume  2  lists  scrip  from  West  Virginia.  This  is  the  current  edition 
and  includes  a  wealth  of  information  about  the  history  and  use  of  scrip,  as  well  as  the  actual  listings  of  individual 
pieces.  MEMBER  COST:  $40  +  $4  shipping 


EXPLOSIVE  CONTROL  TOKENS 

This  extensively  illustrated  volume  is  the  most  thorough  study  of  exploder  tokens  ever  written.  Contents  in¬ 
clude:  Metals  &  Compositions,  Sizes  &  Shapes,  Valuations,  Manufacturers,  Counterfeits,  Re-strikes,  a  cross  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Edkins  catalogues,  and  more.  A  fascinating  glimpse  at  the  history  of  a  variety  of  coal  mine  operations, 
in  addition  to  its  specific  focus  on  exploders.  140  pages,  hard  cover.  MEMBER  COST:  $20  +  $4  shipping 


CATALOGUE  OF  LUMBER  COMPANY  STORE  TOKENS 

This  book  is  very  similar  to  the  Edkins  coal  scrip  books  that  are  the  standard  for  valuing  and  collecting  coal 
company  scrip;  but  this  575  page  hardcover  book  is  dedicated  completely  to  listing  the  thousands  of  styles  of  lum¬ 
ber  scrip  issued  in  the  past  by  logging  and  lumber  companies  in  all  50  states,  including  maverick  listings.  Pub¬ 
lished  by  the  NSCA. 

Not  only  is  the  value  and  complete  description  of  each  denomination  of  scrip  individually  listed,  but  many  com¬ 
panies  have  a  short  paragraph  about  their  history  of  operation,  the  facilities  they  owned,  or  the  amount  of  track  laid 
by  the  company.  A  wealth  of  information  for  the  lumber  token  collector.  MEMBER  COST:  $40  +  $4  shipping 


ORDER  FORM 


NAME 


ADDRESS 

CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


EDKINS  vol  1 
EDKINS  vol  2 
Explosive  Tokens 
Lumber  Catalogue 


$35 

$40 

$20 

$40 


Shipping:  $4  for  the  first  item,  $2  each  additional 


Scrip  Talk  181 8  Harper  Rd  BeckleyWV  25801 


wm 
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Thank  you  for  bidding.  Hope  you  find  something  here  that  you  need 

JACK  CHAPMAN'S  THIRTY-DAY  SCRIP  AUCTION 


Starting  Date:  6/1/09  Ending  Date:  7/1/09 


Lot# 

Scrip  # 

Company  and  Town 

R  rating 

Condition 

Min.  bid 

46 

KY  27-A100 

Leckie  Collieries  Company  (Aflex,  Ky)  (Thistle  pictorial) 

R-6 

good 

$10.00 

47 

KY  2769-A50 

Indian  Head  Mining  Co.,  Inc.,  Tesley,  Ky 

R-9 

very  good 

$30.00 

48 

KY  2769-B1 

Indian  Head  Mining  Co.,  Inc.,  Tesley,  Ky 

R-7 

very  good 

$15.00 

49 

KY  923-B5 

Harlan  Producers  Coal  Co.,  Elys,  Ky 

R-7 

good 

$15.00 

50 

KY  961-A50 

Elkhorn  &  Shelby  Creek  Coal  Co.  (Esco,  Ky) 

R-6 

good 

$12.00 

51 

KY  87-D100 

Wheeler  Coal  Co.  Store,  Anchor,  Ky 

R-4 

very  good 

$5.00 

52 

KY  2677-B100 

Sudduth  Fuel  Co.,  Stone,  Ky 

R-3 

very  good 

$5.00 

53 

KY  1055-D25 

Belva  Stores  Co.,  Four  Mile,  Ky 

R-6 

very  good 

$7.00 

54 

KY  1055-D10 

Belva  Stores  Co.,  Four  Mile,  Ky 

R-6 

very  good 

$7.00 

55 

KY  1683-E25 

Cornett-Lewis  Coal  Co.,  Louellen,  Ky 

R-3 

very  good 

$7.00 

56 

KY  331-A50 

Bon  Jellico  Coal  Co.,  Bon  Jellico,  Ky 

R-5 

very  good 

$7.00 

57 

KY331-A  set 

Bon  Jellico  Coal  Co.,  Bon  Jellico,  Ky  (100  thru  05) 

5  pcs 

very  good 

$25.00 

58 

KY  1701  -B  set 

W.G.  Duncan  Coal  Co.,  Luzerne-Graham  (100  thru  05  &  D1) 

6  pcs 

very  good 

$35.00 

59 

KY  2677-G  set 

Tierney  Mining  Co.,  Inc.  Stone,  Ky  (100  thru  05) 

5  pcs 

very  good 

$20.00 

60 

KY  2545-B  set 

South-East  Coal  Company,  Seco,  Ky  (100  thru  01) 

6  pcs 

very  good 

$25.00 

61 

KY  2809-A  set 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Toner,  Ky  (500  thru  01) 

7  pcs 

very  good 

$100.00 

62 

VA  161 1-D  set 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Leona  Mines,  Va  (500  thru  01) 

7  pcs 

very  good 

$200.00 

63 

VA  2659-B/E  set 

Ruth-Elkhorn  Coals  Inc.,  Steinman,  Va  (B100,  50,  25)(E10,  05) 

5  pcs 

very  good 

$30.00 

64 

VA  2205-A  set 

St.  Charles  C  &  C  Co.,  Pennington  Gap,  Va.  (100  thru  05) 

5  pcs 

very  good 

$30.00 

65 

VA  2495-AA500 

Kemmerer  Gem  Coal  Company,  St.  Charles,  Va 

R-10 

very  good 

$150.00 

66 

VA  2495-W500 

The  Virginia-Lee  Company,  St.  Charles,  Va 

R-7 

very  good 

$15.00 

67 

VA  2495-F100 

United  Coal  Mining  Corporation  (St.  Charles,  Va) 

R-3 

very  good 

$5.00 

68 

VA  2089-H100 

Norton  Coal  Company,  Norton,  Va 

R-4 

very  good 

$7.00 

69 

VA  2363-C100 

Raven  Red  Ash  Coal  Co.,  Inc.  (Red  Ash,  Va) 

R-5 

very  good 

$10.00 

70 

VA  2659-B100 

Ruth-Elkhorn  Coals  Inc.,  Steinman,  Va 

R-5 

good 

$7.00 

71 

VA  843-B100 

Garden  Coal  Co.  (Drill,  Va) 

R-4 

very  good 

$7.00 

72 

VA  167-C100 

Bartlick  Mining  Corp.,  Bartlick,  Va 

R-7 

very  good 

$12.00 

73 

VA  167-D100 

Bartlick  Mining  Corp.,  Bartlick,  Va 

R-7 

very  good 

$12.00 

74 

VA  167-El  00 

Splash  Dam  Smokeless  Coal  Corp.,  Bartlick,  Va 

R-6 

good 

$10.00 

75 

VA  2255-110 

Pocahontas  Fuel  Co.  (Pocahontas,  Va) 

R-7 

good 

$10.00 

76 

VA  2255-15 

Pocahontas  Fuel  Co.  (Pocahontas,  Va) 

R-5 

very  good 

$7.00 

77 

VA  2255-11 

Pocahontas  Fuel  Co.  (Pocahontas,  Va) 

R-1 

very  good 

$3.00 

"78 

VA  279-A5 

Pocahontas  Corporation  (Bishop,  Va) 

R-6 

very  good 

$10.00 

79 

VA  279-C1 

Pocahontas  Corporation  (Bishop,  Va) 

R-4 

very  good 

$5.00 

80 

VA  2363-BIOb 

Raven  Red  Ash  Coal  Co.,  Inc.  (Red  Ash,  Va) 

R-4 

very  good 

$5.00 

81 

VA  2363-B5 

Raven  Red  Ash  Coal  Co.,  Inc.  (Red  Ash,  Va) 

R-4 

very  good 

$5.00 

82 

VA  1118-El 

Glamorgan  Coals,  Inc.  (Glamorgan,  Va) 

R-6 

very  good 

$7.00 

83 

TN  1959-B100 

New  Jellico  Coal  Company,  Morley,  Tenn 

R-4 

very  good 

$5.00 

84 

TN  2979-B100 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Company,  Westborne,  Tenn 

R-7 

good 

$20.00 

85 

TN  2979-B50 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Company,  Westborne,  Tenn 

R-7 

good 

$20.00 

86 

TN  2979-B25a 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Company,  Westborne,  Tenn 

R-7 

good 

$20.00 

87 

TN  2979-BIOa 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Company,  Westborne,  Tenn 

R-6 

good 

$15.00 

88 

WV  1295-H10 

M.G.  Sutherland  Stores,  Logan,  W  Va 

R-9 

very  fine 

$75.00 

89 

WV310-B5 

Patsy  Small  &  Company,  Bluefield,  W  Va 

R-10 

very  fine 

$150.00 

90 

WV  1661-J100 

H.T.  Wilson  Coal  Co.  (Logan,  W  Va) 

R-9 

mint 

$75.00 

Send  bids  to:  Jack  Chapman,  1 66  Chapman  Rd.,  Shady  Springs,  WV  25918  (304)  763-5048 


Lot# 

Amount  of  Bid 

Lot# 

Amount  of  Bid 

Lot# 

Amount  of  Bid 

Lot# 

Amount  of  Bid 

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

,  State: 

,  Zip: 

Scrip  and  invoice  will  be  mailed  to  winning  bidders.  Payment  must  be  sent  by  return  mail. 


This  is  a  paid  advertisement. 


Thank  you  for  bidding.  Hope  you  find  something  here  that  you  need. 


JACK  CHAPMAN'S  THIRTY-DAY  SCRIP  AUCTION 

Starting  Date:  6/1/09 

Ending 

Date:  7/1/09 

Lot  # 

Scrip  # 

Company  and  Town 

R  rating 

Condition 

Min.  bid 

1 

KY  1605-F100 

Berger  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Inc.  LeJunior,  Ky 

R-4 

fine 

$7.00 

2 

KY  1605-G100 

Berger  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Inc.  LeJunior,  Ky 

R-4 

fine 

$7.00 

3 

KY  1 103-C500 

Gatliff  Coal  Company,  Gatliff,  Ky 

R-8 

fine 

$150.00 

4 

KY  841-G100 

Stallard  Elkhorn  Coal  Co.  (Drift,  Ky) 

R-9 

very  good 

$40.00 

5 

KY  837-C100 

Louisville-Atlanta  Coal  Co.  (Drakesboro,  Ky) 

R-7 

fine 

$20.00 

6 

KY  409-C100 

Ajax  Coal  Co.  (Bulan,  Ky) 

R-4 

fine 

$8.00 

7 

KY  409-C25a 

Ajax  Coal  Co.  (Bulan,  Ky) 

R-4 

fine 

$8.00 

8 

KY  409-C10 

Ajax  Coal  Co.  (Bulan,  Ky) 

R-3 

fine 

$6.00 

9 

KY  409-C5 

Ajax  Coal  Co.  (Bulan,  Ky) 

R-3 

fine 

$6.00 

10 

KY  1795-G500 

Lawrence  Keathley,  Martin,  Ky 

R-10 

fine 

$150.00 

11 

KY  841  -150a 

Ernest  Turner,  Drift,  Ky 

R-6 

very  good 

$10.00 

12 

KY  841 -125b 

Ernest  Turner,  Drift,  Ky 

R-6 

very  good 

$10.00 

13 

KY  841-110 

Ernest  Turner,  Drift,  Ky 

R-6 

very  good 

$10.00 

14 

KY  841-15 

Ernest  Turner,  Drift,  Ky 

R-7 

very  good 

$10.00 

15 

KY  1 169-C100 

Wilson-Berger  Coal  Co.  (Grays  Knob,  Ky) 

R-5 

very  good 

$10.00 

16 

KY  841-A50 

Stumbo  Retail  Store  (Drift,  Ky) 

R-9 

very  good 

$20.00 

17 

KY  841-A25 

Stumbo  Retail  Store  (Drift,  Ky) 

R-8 

very  good 

$15.00 

18 

KY  841-E100 

Turner  Elkhorn  Coal  Co.  (Drift,  Ky) 

R-7 

very  good 

$15.00 

19 

KY  267-C10 

Major  Elkhorn  Coal  Co.,  Big  Shoal,  Ky 

R-9 

very  good 

$75.00 

20 

KY  67-A25 

Stephens  Elkhorn  Fuel  Co.,  Alphoretta,  Ky 

R-4 

good 

$7.00 

21 

KY  67-A5 

Stephens  Elkhorn  Fuel  Co.,  Alphoretta,  Ky 

R-3 

good 

$5.00 

22 

KY67-C1 

Stephens  Elkhorn  Fuel  Co.,  Alphoretta,  Ky 

R-3 

very  good 

$5.00 

23 

KY  841-L25 

W.M.  Arrowood,  Drift,  Ky 

R-7 

very  good 

$15.00 

24 

KY  841 -LI  0 

W.M.  Arrowood,  Drift,  Ky 

R-7 

very  good 

$15.00 

25 

KY841-L5 

W.M.  Arrowood,  Drift,  Ky 

R-5 

very  good 

$10.00 

26 

KY  2809-A500 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Toner,  Ky 

R-3 

very  good 

$15.00 

27 

KY  2809-A100 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Toner,  Ky 

R-3 

very  good 

$15.00 

28 

KY  2809-B50 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Toner,  Ky 

R-3 

very  good 

$15.00 

29 

KY  2185-A50 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Path  Fork,  Ky 

R-6 

very  good 

$20.00 

30 

KY  2185-A25 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Path  Fork,  Ky 

R-5 

very  good 

$15.00 

31 

KY  2185-A10 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Path  Fork,  Ky 

R-5 

very  good 

$15.00 

32 

KY  2185-A5 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Path  Fork,  Ky 

R-3 

very  good 

$10.00 

33 

KY  2185-A1 

Blue  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Path  Fork,  Ky 

R-6 

very  good 

$15.00 

34 

KY  2857-A25 

Mitchell-Willis  Coal  Co.,  Typo,  Ky 

R-9 

fine 

$35.00 

35 

KY  1535-CIOOa 

Clover  Fork  Coal  Co.,  Kitts,  Ky 

R-5 

fine 

$8.00 

36 

KY  1535-B25 

Clover  Fork  Coal  Co.,  Kitts,  Ky 

R-5 

fine 

$8.00 

37 

KY  1535-BIO 

Clover  Fork  Coal  Co.,  Kitts,  Ky 

R-5 

fine 

$8.00 

38 

KY2541-A100 

Scuddy  Coal  Company,  Scuddy,  Ky 

R-10 

very  good 

$75.00 

39 

KY2541-A10 

Scuddy  Coal  Company,  Scuddy,  Ky 

R-9 

very  good 

$35.00 

40 

KY2541-A5 

Scuddy  Coal  Company,  Scuddy,  Ky 

R-9 

very  good 

$25.00 

41 

KY  1651-A25 

Bell  Coal  Company,  Little  Creek,  Ky 

R-6 

very  good 

$10.00 

42 

KY  825-C5 

New  Elkhorn  Coal  Corp.,  Dorton,  Ky 

R-8 

very  good 

$25.00 

43 

KY  387-A5 

W.A.  Wickliffe  Coal  Co.,  Browder,  Ky 

R-8 

very  good 

$20.00 

44 

KY  387-C5 

W  A.  Wickliffe  Coal  Co.,  Browder,  Ky 

R-6 

very  good 

$10.00 

45 

KY  253-B5a 

Rogers  Brothers  Coal  Co.,  Bevier,  Ky 

R-6 

very  good 

$10.00 

Continued  on  Next  Page 

Send  bids  to  Jack  Chapman,  166  Chapman  Rd.,  Shady  Springs,  WV  25918  (304)  763-5048 

Lot# 

Amount  of  Bid 

Lot# 

Amount  of  Bid 

Lot# 

Amount  of  Bid 

Lot# 

Amount  of  Bid 

Name 

Address 

City 

,  State: 

.  Zip: 

S c rip  and  invoice  will  be  mailed  to  winning  bidders.  Payment  must  be  sent  by  return  mail. 


This  is  a  paid  advertisement. 


Coal  Mining  Memories 

Kevin  Traube 


Editor’s  Note:  Fellow  scripter  and  long-time  NSCA  member  Steve  Sodosky  recently  passed  away.  The  following 
story  was  featured  a  few  years  ago  in  West  Virginia  South  magazine  and  is  republished  in  his  memory. 


Steve  Sodosky  is  blessed  with  a  wonderful  memory. 

I  went  to  work  in  the  mines  when  I  was  J6/2  years  old.  Roosevelt  was  president.  I 

earned  22  cents  an  hour. 

A  twenty-five  year  veteran  of  the  mines,  the  89  year-old  Sodosky  is  a  living  scrapbook  of 
first-hand  experiences  from  the  coal  fields  of  West  Virginia,  working  in  a  variety  of  mines 
throughout  southern  West  Virginia  during  his  time.  His  memories  breathe  life  into  our  in¬ 
sight  of  the  state’s  long  and  sometimes  difficult  mining  heritage.  We  understand  in  a  gen- 
eral  way  that  life  was  hard  for  early  20  century  mining  families  who  lived  in  the  shadow 
of  the  coal  tipples,  but  it’s  a  more  powerful  thing,  indeed,  to  hear  about  the  day-to-day  re¬ 
alities  of  that  sort  of  life  from  one  who  lived  it. 


For  example,  it’s  a  valuable  experience  to  enter  Beckley's  Exhibition  Coal  Mine  and  actu¬ 
ally  see  what  that  mysterious  underground  world  looks  like,  but  the  time  is  greatly  enriched 
by  hearing  the  stories  of  the  miners  who  are  your  guides.  The  little  nuances  of  coal  town 
life  they  share  are  just  as  compelling  as  the  larger  stories  of  challenge  and  struggle  in  the 
coalfields.  Without  them,  the  larger  story  would  just  seem  a  story.  As  with  Steve  Sodosky, 
to  talk  with  a  man  or  woman  who  lived  the 
coal  town  life  puts  real  emotions  into  what 
would  otherwise  be  just  another  story  from 
another  history  book. 

One  Sunday,  my  papa  took  me  into  the 
mine.  No  one  usually  worked  on  Sunday, 
but  he  wanted  to  move  slate  so  he  could 1 
be  ready  to  mine  coal  on  Monday.  It  was 
the  first  time  I  had  ever  been  in  one.  I 
was  10  years  old.  I  was  in  there  about  12 
hours  while  he  worked  and  as  he  moved 
slate  I  ate  the  cake  and  drank  the  tea  from 
his  lunch.  It  was  dark  when  we  went  in 
and  dark  when  we  came  out.  I  don  7  think 
he  wanted  to  be  alone  in  there  that  day. 

Perhaps  even  more  than  the  coal,  itself,  it  is 
the  actual  mining  of  the  coal  that  has  formed 
the  public’s  perception  of  the  Mountain 
State.  Many  summer  visitors  to  the  state 
have  an  interest  in  seeing  an  actual  working 
mine,  to  see  a  place  where,  for  all  the 


.yt 


adv  ances  in  technology  and  safety,  doing  your  job  ultimately  means  risking  your  life.  It’s 
the  idea  of  men  descending  in  to  the  darkness  to  wrestle  coal  from  the  ground  that  still 
forms  a  tragically  romantic  view  of  what  it  means  to  be  a  miner. 

You  don't  have  to  talk  with  Steve  Sodosky  long  before  the  subject  turns,  in  one  way  or  an¬ 
other,  to  tragedy;  lives  lost  in  a  cave-in  or  explosion.  Perhaps  it  wasn’t  even  a  mine  he  was 
working  at  ...  there  still  seems  to  be  a  personal  connection,  an  empathy  with  others  who  ac¬ 
cepted  the  same  risks  to  do  the  same  job  in  a  different  location,  but  ultimately  lost  the  risk. 

In  truth,  though,  even  life  above  ground  at  the  mines  had  real,  present  dangers. 

I  was  seven  years-old  in  when  the  slate  dump  in  town  blew  up.  It  was  1924.  My  fa¬ 
ther  worked  in  the  American  Coal  Company  Pinnacle  Mine,  and  we  lived  in  a  com¬ 
pany  house  in  the  company  town  of  McComas. 

Slate  taken  from  the  mine  with  the  coal  was  tossed  in  a  pile,  and  this  one  was  at 
least  70  feet  tall.  I  used  to  climb  on  it  with  my  friends  and  we  could  see  down  through 
the  cracks  to  the  hot,  glowing  coal  and  slate  deep  down  inside  it. 

It  had  rained  for  several  days  and  the  pond  uphill  from  the  slate  pile  began  to 
leak.  It  finally  ran  down  into  the  pile  of  hot  slate.  My  father  had  already  started  work 
inside  the  mine  for  the  morning,  and  my  mother  had  gone  out  to  milk  the  cow.  She 
noticed  the  sky  turning  cloudy  with  smoke  from  the  slate  as  the  water  poured  into  it. 
She  grabbed  us  six  kids  and  ran  up  the  hollow  about  3/4  of  a  mile. 

When  the  pile  exploded  it  shook  the  ground  so  hard  that  the  men  inside  the  mine 
could  feel  it.  It  didn  7  damage  anything  in  the  mine.  Outside,  it  was  a  different  story. 

The  explosion  destroyed  several  houses  and  killed  ten  people,  including  one 
whole  family.  One  fellow  was  taking  a  bath  to  clean  up  after  working  the  last  shift 
inside  the  mine,  and  he  ended  up  running  into  the  woods  with  just  a  towel  around  him. 

I  remember  walking  by  that  spot  sometime  later  and  watching  a  steam  shovel  dig¬ 
ging  the  dead  bodies  out. 

We  are  still  in  a  time  of  transition  for  the  coal  culture  of  the  Mountain  State.  No  one  grows 
up  in  a  coal  town  any  longer.  No  one  shops  at  a  company  store.  No  one  is  paid  in  scrip. 

When  the  miners’  payday  came  in  the  1970’s,  Beckley’s  Main  Street  area  would  fill  with 
shopping  families,  friends  would  get  reacquainted  on  the  streets  between  stores,  and  the 
Murphy’s  lunch  counter  would  do  a  brisk  business.  We’ve  moved  from  a  time  when  fami¬ 
lies  lived  within  sight  of  the  mines  their  own  towns  were  created  to  serve,  to  a  present  day 
when  many  West  Virginian’s  don’t  even  know  where  to  find  an  actual  working  mine  within 
the  state. 

Still,  we  live  today  with  many  people  in  our  communities  from  the  generation  that  followed 
Steve  Sodosky’s.  They  were  bom  and  raised  in  area  coal  town,  took  scrip  to  the  company 
store  for  a  bottle  of  pop,  and  ended  up  leaving  as  the  mines  played  out  and  the  lifestyle  of 
the  region  changed. 

It  seemed  like  every  payday  we  owed  the  company  so  much  that  we  didn  7  draw  any 
money  It 's  hard  to  catch  up  when  you  're  only  making  22  cents  an  hour. 


1  remember  hearing  a  foreman  say  about  a  fellow  who  opened  the  doors  for  the 
mules:  “ I'm  going  to  have  to  give  that  man  a  better  place  —  he  owes  the  company 
$700!” 

Just  as  coal  was  mined  from  the  mountains,  the  rich 
history  that  the  mining  culture  created  is  now  being 
rediscovered  and  brought  into  the  light.  The  Coal 
Heritage  Trail,  for  example,  runs  from  Ansted  to  Blue- 
field  and  offers  an  interpretive  road  trip  through  coal 
communities  and  past  original  company  stores  and  re¬ 
lated  sites.  The  Trail  is  becoming  a  unifying  link  for 
important,  historic  locations  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
state,  encouraging  their  development  and  preservation 

The  National  Park  Service  at  the  New  River  Gorge  has 
also  started  work  restoring  the  ruins  of  coal  boom 
towns  like  Nuttall  that  lie  within  its  borders,  working 
to  make  them  accessible  to  the  public.  Traveling  the 
original  Fayette  Station  Road  is  presented  as  an  opportunity  to  view  the  remnants  of  log¬ 
ging,  railroad,  and  coal  communities  that  once  thrived  within  the  gorge  but  have  now  faded 
from  memory  and  almost  from  sight. 

Coal  mine  scrip  collecting  is  recognized  as  an  interesting  and  profitable  hobby,  spear¬ 
headed  by  the  National  Scrip  Collectors  Association  and  its  hundreds  of  members.  Many 
styles  of  scrip  are  as  admired  by  collectors  for  their  intricate  design  and  unique  beauty  as 
for  their  historical  value.  Thousands  of  variations  exist,  since  almost  every  company  cre¬ 
ated  its  own  individual  style  of  scrip  to  make  the  coins  easily  recognizable  at  its  own  com¬ 
pany  store. 

It’s  been  estimated  that  as  much  as  500  years  of  production  still  exist  in  the  coal  seams  un¬ 
der  West  Virginia.  Looking  back  over  how  mining  has  changed  in  the  last  hundred  years, 
one  can  scarcely  imagine  what  the  future  of  mining  might  look  like.  Chances  are,  though,  it 
will  still  entail  a  way  of  life  of  risk  and  reward,  of  heritage  and  humanity. 

As  we  move  forward  into  our  future,  it’s  important  to  hear  and  remember  the  stories  of  peo¬ 
ple  like  Steve  Sodosky.  Preserving  that  sort  of  connection  with  the  past  give  us  a  fuller  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  present,  and  a  sense  of  experience  and  wisdom  to  draw  upon  in  the  future. 

As  a  kid,  sometimes  I  would  hop  on  the  back  of  the  load  of  coal  coming  out  of  the 
mine  that  was  being  pulled  by  a  10-ton  engine.  I  wasn  't  going  anywhere;  I  was  just 
enjoying  the  ride. 


With  regret,  we  announce  the  passing  of  Steve  Sodosky  on  April  8th.  He  was  91  years  old.  This  retired  coal  miner 
joined  the  NSCA  in  1986  and  was  actively  involved  in  collecting  scrip  pennies  and  selling  common  scrip  to  any 
one  interested.  He  sold  scrip  to  the  Beckley  Exhibition  Coal  Mine  for  many  years.  He  attended  the  scrip  shows  un 
til  his  poor  health  prevented  him  from  traveling.  His  friendly  smile  and  bubbling  personality  will  be  missed  by  all 
who  knew  him.  Rest  in  peace,  Buddy! 


Jack  W.  Chapman 
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Bill  Fugera 
28732  Charreadas 
Laguna  Niguel,  CA 
92677 

FUGEWIU@COX.NET 


AFFINITY.  W.VA.  25  (RALEIGH) 

Pemberton  Coal  &  Coke  Co./  Affinity  Store/  25 
AlOb  B  21  Rd  Co  ICS 
A25b  B  24  Rd  Co  ICS 

ALBERT.  W.VA.  35  (TUCKER  ) 

The  Douglas  Company/  The  Douglas/  100/Albert  P.  O.  W.  VA. 
E100  A  36  Rd  Sd  Good  For  / 100/ In  Merchandise  2  stars 

AMEAGLE,  W.  VA.  77  (  RALEIGH  ) 

American  Eagle  Colliery/ 25/  Ameagle,  W.  VA. 

B25  B  24  Rd  Co  ISC  Des  Pat.  2  stars 

AMHERSTDALE.  W.  VA.  81  (LOGAN  1 

Amherst  Coal  Co./  10/  Amherstdale,  W.  Va. 

E10  N  21  Rd  Co  Oreo  Reg  US  Pat  Off 

AMHERSTDALE.  W.  VA.  81  (  LOGAN  ) 

Guyan  Eagle  Stores/ 10/  Amherstdale,  W.  Va. 

X 10  A  22  Oct  Sd  Oreo  Reg  US  Pat  Off. 

AMIGO.  W.  VA.  83  (  WYOMING  ) 

Wyoming  Stores  Co./ 10 

D10  Np  21  Rd  Co  ISC  Pat  Pend  1  diamond 

ANDROSSAN,  W.  VA.  ?  (  UNKNOWN  I 

Boone  County  Coal  Corp.  /  No.  4 
A1  N  18  Rd  Co  ICS 
A5  B  19  Rd  Co  ICS 
A10  N  21  Rd  Co  ICS 

AUSTEN.  W.  VA.  131  (  PRESTON) 

Austen  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  /Austen,  W.  Va. 

A50  Bi  31  Rd  Sd  Due  For  Produce  /  50c  /  In  Merchandise 

BACHMAN.  W.  VA.  141  (  FAYETTE  1 

Maryland  Coal  Mining  Co.  /I 
Cl  B  18  Rd  Co  ICS 
B5  B  19  Rd  Co  ICS 
B100  B  35  Rd  Sd  ICS 

BARRACKVILLE.  W.  VA.  161  (MARION  ) 

Cheasapeake  Supply  Co.  /  100  /  Cheasapeake  /  Mine 
A 100  B  35  Rd  Sd  ICS 

BARTLEY.  W.  VA.  165  (  McDowell) 

Pond  Creek  Pocahontas  Co.  /  25 

B25b  Np  24  Rd  Co  MM  Pat  Pend 

FI 00  B  32  Rd  Co  Oreo  Reg  U.  S.  Pat  Off. 

BELLWOOD.  W.  VA.  209  (  Favette  ) 

Dorkent  Coal  Co.  /  5  /  Bellwood  /  W.  Va. 

A5  B  19  Rd  Co  ICS 

Greenbrier  Colliery  Co.  /  1  /Bellwood,  /  W.  Va. 

Bl  B  18  Rd  Sd  ICS 

BERYL.  W.  VA.  241  (  MINERAL  ) 

Silver  Supply  Company  /  10/ 

B10  B  21  Rd  Sd  ICS  1  star 

BIG  FOUR.  W.  VA,  251  (  McDowell  ) 

By-Products  /  Pocahontas  Co.  /  25  /Big  Four,  W.  VA. 

Cl  N  18  Rd  Co  ICS 
C50  Np  30  Rd  Sd  ICS 
C25  Np  24  Rd  Sd  ICS 


BIG  SANDY.  W.  VA.  265  (  McDowell ) 

Kingston-Pocahontas  Coal  Company  151  Non  Transferable  /  Big  Sandy 
C5  B  19  RdSd  OrcoPat.  Pen. 


BIRCH  FORK,  W.  VA.  271  (  Kanawha  ) 

W.  Va.  Southern  Coal  Co.  /  1  /  Birch  Fork 
Cl  Np  18  Rd  Co  ISC  Pat  Pend 

BOONE.  W,  VA.  339  (  FAYETTE  ) 

Maryland  New  River  Coal  Co.  /  100 
A100  B  36  Rd  Co  ICS 

BOWER.  W.  VA.  353  (BRAXTON) 

Copen  Gas  Coal  Mines,  Inc.  /  Bower,  /  W.  Va. 

Alb  B  21  Oct  Sd  Good  For  /  lc  /  In  Merchandise 

Junior  Mercantile  Co.  10  /  Bower,  W.  Va. 

BIO  Np  21  Rd  Co  ICS 
B100  B  35  Rd  Co  ICS 

BRAEHOLM.  W.  VA.  363  (  LOGAN  ) 

Amherst  Coal  Co.  5 
B5c  N  19  Rd  Co  ICS 

BYRON,  W.  VA.  429  (  HARRISON  ) 

Cook  &  Hart  Store  Co.  /  Byron,  /  W.  VA. 

A 100  A  33  Rd  Sd  Good  For  /  100  / -In- /  Merchandise  Only 

CANEBREAK,  W.  VA.  453  (  McDowell  ) 

N.  R.  &  P.  Stores  /  /25  /  Canebreak,  W.  VA. 

A25  B  24  Rd  Co  Oreo  Reg  U.  S.  Pat.  Off.  2  stard 

N.  R.  &  P.  C.  C.  Co.  /  Keewee  /  Store 

CIO  A  27  Oct  Sd  Good  For  /  10c  /  In  /  Merchandise  1  flower 

N.  R.  &  P.  Stores  /  50  /  Canebrake,  W.  Va. 

D50  B  27  Rd  Co  Oreo  Reg  U.  S.  Pat.  Off.  2  stars 

CHARMCO.  W.  VA.  527  (GREENBRIER) 

Charmco  Smokeless  Coal  Co. ,  Inc.  /  Charmco,  /  W.  Va. 

A5  A  20  Rd  Sd  Good  For  /  5c /In  Trade 

CHRISTIAN,  W.  Va.  545  (  LOGAN  J 

Logan  Powellton  Coal  Company  /  1  /  Christian,  W.  Va. 

J1  B  16  Rd  Co  Oreo  1949 

BORDERLAND,  W.  VA.  345  (  MINGO  ) 

Borderland  Coal  Co.  /  Borderland  /  W.  Va. 

A  10b  B  35  Rd  Sd  Good  For  / 10 /-In- /  Merchandise 

CLARKSBURG.  W.  VA.  560  (  HARRISON  ) 

J.  F.  Strother  &  Co.  /  10 

CIO  B  21  Rd  Sd  In  Trade/  10 /Pat.  Jun.  1909  /  Ingle  system 
C50  B  31  Rd  Sd  In  Trade  /  50  /  Pat.  Jun.  1909  /  Ingle  System 

CLEARCO,  W.  VA.  565  (  GREENBRIER  ) 

Clear  Creek  Coal  Co.  /  1 0  /  CCC  /  Clearco,  W.  Va. 

H10  B  23  Rd  Sd  Oreo  1951 

COVEL,  W.  VA.  677  (  Wyoming  ) 

Covel  Mine  /  25  Gulf  Smokeless  Coal  Co. 

B25  Np  24  Rd  Co  ICS 
B50  B  30  Rd  Co  ICS 
BI00  Np  35  Rd  Co  ICS 


Brandi  Jo 

Surgery  Follow  Up 

At  the  recent  Beckley  show  several  of  you 
asked  about  Brandi  Jo. 

I  commented  about  her  up-coming  surgery. 
A  low-aggressive  cancer  tumor  has  since  re¬ 
moved  from  her  hind  leg.  The  adjacent  lymph 
gland  was  also  removed. 

She  is  recovering  well  with  no  healing  is¬ 
sues.  She  will  be  checked  every  3-4  months  for 
any  reoccurrence  of  the  cancer. 


NSCA  Free  Ads  for  Members 

Free  Ads  are  available  to  N.S.C.A.  members  at  no  charge.  The  only  requirements  being  that  they  are  limited  to  4  lines, 
one  ad  per  issue.  You  may  send  up  to  four  different  ads  in  one  mailing.  Deadline  for  Free  Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the 
postmark  of  the  current  issue  of  SCRIP  TALK.  All  ads  received  after  the  deadline  will  be  held  for  the  following  issue.  No 
ad  will  rerun  automatically,  each  issue  will  require  a  separate  request.  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to  SCRIP  TALK  Editor  and 
NOT  the  Free  Ad  Editor.  SEND  ALL  FREE  ADS  TO:  Steve  Ratliff,  N.S.C.A.  Free  Ad  Editor,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay 
Drive,  Milton,  Florida  32583-7343.  More  and  more  scriptors  are  using  the  convenience  of  email  to  submit  their  ads;  send 
to  Steve@Ratliff.com  {Note:  +  at  the  end  of  your  ad  indicates  you  need  to  renew  it.) 


WANTED:  GREENBRIER  COUNTY,  WEST  VIRGINIA  TRADE  TOKENS  and  others  from 
West  Virginia.  Donald  Clifford,  P.O.  Box  65,  St.  Albans,  WV  25177-0065  email  CLFF635@aol.com 

TOP  DOLLARS  PAID  FOR  CARBIDE  CAP  LAMPS,  oil  wick/lard  lamps,  blasting  cap  tins,  scatter 
tags,  carbide  lamp  parts  and  other  small  mining  artifacts  that  I  may  need  in  my  collection.  I  will  pay 
more  than  anyone  for  items  needed  for  my  collection.  Contact  Larry  Click,  1021  N.  Jefferson  St.,  Ar¬ 
lington,  VA  22205-2454,  703-241-3748  or  email  LarryClick@msn.com 

FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  FLORIDA  TOKENS  OF  ALL  TYPES  WANTED.  Send  610 
stamp  for  free  sample  of  Florida  Token  Society’s  newsletter,  TOKENEWS  and  request  free  Florida 
token.  Check  out  the  Florida  Token  Society  web  site:  http://www.steve.ratliff.com/fts/-  you  can  join 
and  pay  dues  on-line!  Steve  Ratliff,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  FL  32583-7343 
Steve@Ratliff.com 

WANTED:  E.L.  COAL  CO  -  write  or  call.  Charles  Miller,  200W-900N,  Wawaka,  IN  46794  260- 
336-5130  + 

LISTS  EXCHANGED  -  traders  wanted  -  have  KY  coal,  AL  coal,  TN  coal,  WV  coal,  also  lumber  and 
exploderes.  Gene  Miller,  3306  Startan  Ct.,  Louisville,  KY  40220 

INGLE  SYSTEM  TOKENS  WANTED.  I  can  identify  instantly  over  the  phone  or  computer.  Want 
North  or  South  Carolina.  Will  pay  your  price  or  trade.  Bob  King,  709  Cardinal  Drive,  Brevard,  NC 
28712  828-883-8028  tokenaddict@citcom.net 

A  REMINDER,  “+”  AFTER  YOUR  AD  MEANS  IT  IS  TIME  TO  RENEW 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ STATE  _  ZIP _ 

_ New  _ Renew  $20  ~  1  year  $85  ~  5  years  $300  ~  Lifetime 

Memberships  expire  on  the  date  shown  on  the  mailing  label. 

Please  review  and  renew  as  needed. 

Scrip  Talk  181  8  Harper  Rd  BeckleyWV  25801  304/253-7242 


t  the  generosity  of  NSC  A  member  Charles  Miller,  any  new  member  signing  up  for  the  club  will  receive 
)  f  Pf  f  *:t  of  random  WV  scrip.  Use  this  great  gift  as  an  incentive  to  invite  new  members  to  join! 


